
 
 
An Order of Prayer for ADVENT ONE 

We all say the words in bold 
 

WELCOME AND GREETING 
O Lord, open our lips 
and our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
Reveal among us the light of your presence 
that we might behold your power and glory. 

A candle is lit 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning is now and shall be forever. 

HYMN 41 
Lo, he comes with clouds descending, 
once for favoured sinners slain; 
thousand thousand saints attending 
swell the triumph of his train: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
God appears on earth to reign. 
 
Every eye shall now behold him 
robed in dreadful majesty; 
those who set at naught and sold him, 
pierced and nailed him to the tree, 
deeply wailing, deeply wailing, deeply wailing, 
shall the true Messiah see. 
 
Those dear tokens of his passion 
still his dazzling body bears, 
cause of endless exultation 
to his ransomed worshippers: 
with what rapture, with what rapture, with what rapture, 
gaze we on those glorious scars! 
 
Yea, Amen, let all adore thee, 
high on thine eternal throne; 
Saviour, take the power and glory, 
claim the kingdom for thine own: 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Thou shalt reign and thou alone. 
 
after J Cennick (1718-1755), 
C Wesley (1707-1788) and M Madan (1726-1790) 



CONFESSION 
When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things hidden in darkness, and will 
disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our 
sins. 

A Kyrie confession is introduced with suitable words. 
O LORD, you are our Father;  
we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the work of your hand.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  
Christ, have mercy. 
Christ have mercy. 
 
Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, and do not remember our iniquity  
for ever. Now consider, we are all your people.  
Lord, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

A suitable prayer of absolution is offered. 
 

THE COLLECT 
Almighty God, 
give us grace to cast away the works of darkness 
and to put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life, 
in which your Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility; 
that on the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge the living and the dead, 
we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 
FIRST READING – Rob Willott 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9  
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians.  
My brothers and sisters: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 
has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 
speech and knowledge of every kind – just as the testimony of Christ has been 
strengthened among you – so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait 
for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will also strengthen you to the end, so 
that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him 
you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

 
 



GOSPEL READING – Liz Horn 
Mark 13:24-37 
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.  
Jesus said to his disciples: “In those days, after that suffering, the sun will be 
darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from 
heaven, and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see ‘the Son of 
Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. Then he will send out the angels, 
and gather his elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of 
heaven. From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and 
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.  
 
Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken 
place. Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. But about 
that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only 
the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is 
like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 
each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, 
keep awake – for you do not know when the master of the house will come, in the 
evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep 
when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”  

 
REFLECTION - Craig 

 
HYMN 45 

O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here, 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free 
Thine own from Satan's tyranny; 
From depths of hell Thy people save, 
And give them victory o'er the grave. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, Thou Dayspring, from on high, 
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death's dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
 



O come, Thou Key of David, come 
And open wide our heav'nly home; 
Make safe the way that leads on high, 
And close the path to misery. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 
O come, O come, thou Lord of might, 
Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height, 
In ancient times didst give the law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
Shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Let us declare our faith in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ: 
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures; he was buried; he was 
raised to life on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures; afterwards he 
appeared to his followers, and to all the apostles: this we have received, and this 
we believe. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS – Robert Burch 

concluding with the LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

THE PEACE 
 

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, to 
give light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide 
our feet into the way of peace. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you:  
and also with you.  

CLOSING PRAYER 
This prayer may be said 

 
Lord our God, on the first day of creation you made the light that scatters the 
darkness. Let Christ, the light of lights, hidden from all eternity, shine at last on your 
people and free us from the darkness of sin. 
 
Fill our lives with joy as we go out to welcome your Son at his coming. We ask this 
in the name of Jesus the Lord. Amen 

 
BLESSING 


