
 

 

 
Let everything be said and done in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, 

giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ. 

Sing psalms, hymns and sacred songs: 

let us sing to God with thankful hearts. 

Open our lips, Lord: 

and we shall praise your name. 

 

We sing:  

Let all the world in every corner sing, 
my God and King. 
The heavens are not too high, 
his praise may thither fly: 
the earth is not too low, 
his praises there may grow. 
Let all the world in every corner sing, 
my God and King. 
 
Let all the world in every corner sing, 
my God and King. 
The Church with psalms must shout, 
no door can keep them out; 
but above all the heart 
must bear the longest part. 
Let all the world in every corner sing, 
my God and King. 

George Herbert 

We say sorry to God 

 
Christ came in humility to share our lives: 
forgive our pride. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ came with good news for all people: 
forgive our silence. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ came in love to a world of suffering: 
forgive our self-centredness. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

May almighty God, 
who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you his pardon and peace, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

We listen to our first reading from Philippians, 
chapter 1 

 

1.  For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain. If I 

am to go on living in the body, this will mean fruitful 
labour for me. Yet what shall I choose? I do not 
know! I am torn between the two: I desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is better by far; but it is 
more necessary for you that I remain in the body. 
Convinced of this, I know that I will remain, and I will 
continue with all of you for your progress and joy in 
the faith, so that through my being with you again 
your boasting in Christ Jesus will abound on account 
of me. 
 
2.   Whatever happens, conduct yourselves in a 

manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Then, 
whether I come and see you or only hear about you 
in my absence, I will know that you stand firm in the 
one Spirit, striving together as one for the faith of the 
gospel without being frightened in any way by those 
who oppose you. This is a sign to them that they will 
be destroyed, but that you will be saved – and that 
by God. For it has been granted to you on behalf of 
Christ not only to believe in him, but also to suffer for 
him, since you are going through the same struggle 
you saw I had, and now hear that I still have. 

 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

We sing 

Be bold, be strong, 
for the Lord your God is with you; 
be bold, be strong, 
for the Lord your God is with you! 
I am not afraid, (No! No! No!) 
I am not dismayed (Not me!) 
for I’m walking in faith and victory: 
come on and walk in faith and victory, 
for the Lord your God is with you. 

 
Morris Chapman 

 

(Sing through twice) 
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We listen to our second reading from St Matthew’s 
Gospel, Chapter 20 

3.  Jesus said, ‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a 

landowner who went out early in the morning to hire 
workers for his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a 
denarius for the day and sent them into his vineyard. 
‘About nine in the morning he went out and saw 
others standing in the market-place doing nothing. He 
told them, “You also go and work in my vineyard, and 
I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. He 
went out again about noon and about three in the 
afternoon and did the same thing. About five in the 
afternoon he went out and found still others standing 
around. He asked them, “Why have you been 
standing here all day long doing nothing? “Because 
no one has hired us,” they answered. He said to 
them, “You also go and work in my vineyard.” 

4. When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his foreman, “Call the workers and pay them 
their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and 
going on to the first.” The workers who were hired 
about five in the afternoon came and each received a 
denarius. So when those came who were hired first, 
they expected to receive more. But each one of them 
also received a denarius. When they received it, they 
began to grumble against the landowner. “These who 
were hired last worked only one hour,” they said, “and 
you have made them equal to us who have borne the 
burden of the work and the heat of the day.” But he 
answered one of them, “I am not being unfair to you, 
friend. Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take 
your pay and go. I want to give the one who was 
hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the 
right to do what I want with my own money? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?” So the last will 
be first, and the first will be last.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Talk 

 

We affirm our faith together 

Christ died for our sins                                            
in accordance with the Scriptures;                       
he was buried;                                                         
he was raised to life on the third day                     
in accordance with the Scriptures;         
afterwards he appeared to his followers,           
and to all the apostles:                                         
this we have received,                                          
and this we believe.                                          
Amen. 

We sing 

 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One; 
give thanks because He’s given 
Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 
Give thanks with a grateful heart, 
give thanks to the Holy One; 
give thanks because He’s given 
Jesus Christ, His Son. 
 
And now let the weak say, ‘I am strong’, 
let the poor say, ‘I am rich’, 
because of what the Lord has done for us; 
and now let the weak say, ‘I am strong’, 
let the poor say, ‘I am rich’, 
because of what the Lord has done for us. 

Henry Smith 

(We sing the song through twice) 

 

Intercessions 

 

These responses may be used: 

 
Lord, in your mercy 

hear our prayer 

(or) 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

The intercessions may end: 

 
Merciful Father, 

accept these prayers                                              
for the sake of your Son,                                      
our Saviour Jesus Christ.                                
Amen. 

 

The Collect 

 
Lord God, 
defend your Church from all false teaching 
and give to your people knowledge of your truth, 
that we may enjoy eternal life 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 



 

 

We say together the Lord’s Prayer: 

 
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray: 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Lead us not into temptation 
but deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory are yours 
now and for ever.   
Amen.  

 
Peacemakers who sow in peace 
raise a harvest of righteousness. 
 
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

 

We share the peace 

 

We sing 

Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord: 
unnumbered blessings, give my spirit voice; 
tender to me the promise of his word; 
in God my Saviour shall my heart rejoice. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his name: 
make known his might, the deeds his arm has done; 
his mercy sure, from age to age the same; 
his holy name, the Lord, the Mighty One. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of his might: 
powers and dominions lay their glory by; 
proud hearts and stubborn wills are put to flight, 
the hungry fed, the humble lifted high. 
 
Tell out, my soul, the glories of his word: 
firm is his promise and his mercy sure. 
Tell out, my soul, the greatness of the Lord 
to children’s children and for evermore. 
 

Timothy Dudley-Smith 

 

 

 

 

We turn to our door or window as a sign of our 
sharing our faith in the world. Then we say: 

 

We go into the world, to walk in his light, to 
rejoice in God’s love and to reflect God’s glory. 

 

The blessing 

 
Hear the teaching of Jesus: 
‘Blessed are those who hear the word of God  
and obey it.’ 
Go now to do God’s will: 
 
And the blessing of God almighty, 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you, and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 


